
■ Should you wish to view your child’s
assessment after it is returned to the
school, contact the principal to set up an
appointment.  If you disagree with the
results, you may request a review from
EQAO through your child’s school.

■ Because the test is based on grade level
expectations, ongoing classroom activities
will help prepare students. The EQAO
website provides sample questions and
answers for your use. 

■ Ensure your child is well-rested, had
nutritious food, lots of exercise and plenty
of water prior to the test.

■ A child may experience some anxiety
during the test time. Please be reassuring.
The assessments are administered in the
child’s regular classroom situation with
their regular classroom teacher(s).
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How do I Access
the Results of my

Child’s Assessment?

Levels of Achievement
on Individual

Student Report

How Can I Help
Prepare my Child

for the Assessment?

The student has demonstrated some of
the required knowledge and skills in
limited ways. Achievement falls much
below the provincial standard.

The student has demonstrated some of
the required knowledge and skills.
Achievement approaches the provincial
standard.

The student has demonstrated most of
the required knowledge and skills.
Achievement meets the provincial
standard.

The student has demonstrated the
required knowledge and skills.
Achievement exceeds the provincial
standard.

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4
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EQAO

What is
E.Q.A.O?

■ Each participating student receives an
Individual Student Report (ISR) summarizing
their results. Parents and educators can use
this information, in addition to the student’s
performance in the classroom, to
determine whether remedial assistance
would benefit the student. The ISR reports
the student’s levels in reading, writing and
mathematics. The levels used on the ISR are
the same as those used on the Provincial

Who Writes the Assessments?

■ The assessments are developed under
the guidance of educators and assessment
experts. The writers consider best practices
and issues pertaining to large-scale
assessments. The assessments are field test-
ed and screened for quality, fairness and
bias.

Who Marks the Assessments?

■ Educators mark the completed
assessments. The markers are provided
with the necessary tools to ensure
a consistent, valid and reliable score.
Throughout  marking, student results are
monitored and multiple markers contribute
to the total for each student.

Will I Find Out My Child’s Results?

The foundation for all learning begins
with strong skills in reading, writing
and mathematics.

■ EQAO is the Education Quality and
Accountability Office, an independent
organization operating at “arm’s length”
from the Provincial Government.  EQAO’s
mandate is to ensure greater
accountability and better quality in Ontario’s
publicly funded school systems.

What are EQAO Assessments?

■ EQAO assessments are based on the
expectations set out in the Ontario
Curriculum, Grades 1-9. The grade three
and grade six assessments are
administered over a few school days and
are designed to measure a student’s ability
to demonstrate their acquired reading,
writing and mathematics skills.

■ In grade 9, mathematics achievement is
measured again, using the expectations set
out in the Ontario curricula. Students work
individually to solve problems, write
responses and complete multiple-choice
questions. These assessments are snapshots
of a student’s performance. They add to the
more comprehensive information that
teachers collect throughout the year from
classroom assessments, daily observations
and conversations with parents.

What Does it Happen?

■ The assessments happen every year, in
May.  Each child in grade 3 and grade 6

will spend up to 2+ hours each day for five
days working through the assessment
package. 

■ The grade 9 mathematics assessments
occur in January and May/June and take
place over three to five days.

Will this be honoured during the
Assessment?

■ Accommodations during the testing such
as, assistance with pacing, a quiet work
place and additional time, may be available.
If a child has an IEP (Individual Education
Plan) and receives accommodations in the
regular classroom setting, their needs will
be accommodated during the assessment.

■ In some situations, a student may be
working on expectations that are not linked
to the grade level curriculum.  In this case,
participation in the assessment may not be
required and the student may be exempted.
Alternate programming will be provided for
this student during the assessment period.

■ Further information about the
accommodations and types of exemptions
are available from the classroom teacher,
school principal, or by consulting the EQAO
website.

www.eqao.com 

Report Card. (Please see chart for more
details.)

How Do Schools & Boards Use
the Information Generated by
the Assessments?

■ The information generated by the
assessments is used by teachers, principals
and school boards to improve instruction
for students.

My Child has an Individual
Education Plan


